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LETTER I. 

Jk^LoRD, 

TH AT Friendfhip With which yoU 
have {<^ long honoured me^ was 
never more clearly proved^^or more 
taobly exercifed, than in the free and candid 
Account you lately gave me^ of fome Ex*. 

B ceptions 



(a) 

ceptions taken againft the Eftimate, among 

* 

certain Ranks of Men in Town, more par- 
ticularly on the Publication of the fecond 
Volume, and fince the Author's Retire- 
ment into the Country. 

This Intelligence hath indeed alarmed 
the Writer J and fet him to review his 
Work with greater Circumfpedtion even 
than that with which he writ it. 'Tis certain, 
.that no Man can expeft to hear the frank 
Opinions of the World, from the World 
itfelf. 'Tis> therefore, an Office of the 
trueft Friendfhip in your Lordfhip to com- 
municate. all you have heard on this Sub- 
jedt. The Objedions which you have fo 
fairly ftated, I fhall anfwer in their Order ; 
and with equal Pleafure vindicatey where 
I think myfelf rightly ox retraSty where 
I am wrongs 



On 
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On this Occafion, your Lordfhip may 
cxpe(3; a Series of Letters. This Method 
will equally alleviate my Trouble in wnt^ 
ingy and yours in reading. 

LETTER IL 

TD E F O R E I proceed to your Objec- 
tions, you will give me Leave, my 
Lord, briefly to ftate the main Intent or 
Scheme of theEftimate ; in fuch a Manner 
as may prove a Sort of general Key to the 
Objedtions you have made. For I perceive 
plainly that many of them proceed from t 
mere Inattention to, or a total Mifunder*- 
ftanding of the leading Principles of the 
Work. 

And that I may give your Lordfhip a 
juft Idea of its main Defign, I will give 
you a (hort Account of the accidental Rife 
and Occafion of this Work 5 the leading 
Principles of which, are indeed no more 

B 2 than 
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than a fmall Part of a much larger Dc- 
fign, of a much more extenfivc Nature. 

The Writer being convinced both from 
Books and Obfervation, that the Happinefe 
and Duration of States depends much lefs 
on mere Law and external Inftkution, and 
much more on the internal Force of Man- 
ners and Principles than hadi been conw 
monly imagined ; and being of Opinion^ 
that the fundamental and leading Caufes 
of the Happinefs and Duration of States 
had not as yet been enquired into or 
jy)inted out, with that Particularity of 
Proof, Circumftang? and lUuftration, which 
fo important a Subjedl might demand j had 
for fome Time bent his Thoughts on a 
Defign of confiderable Extent, which 
might be called « A Hiftory and Analyfis 
«• of Manners and Principles in their fe- 
" veral Periods." His general Plan begins 
with die Exaounation oi Jaroage Life^ and 

4 pro" 
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proems through the libveral: intecmediate 
Perioda of rude^ ,fimpk^ civilized^ polifhed^ 
effeminate^ corrupt^, profligate^ to that of 
final Declension aod Ruin. 

In the Courfe of t£d& Plaa (toDcxtea- 
five, indeed, for the . Mediocariky -pf the 
Writer's Talents) a Diverfity of Circunar 
fiiances, almoft infinite^ have prof^it^ 
themfetves. The RifCj^ Ch,ange32 9Ad Pro- 
grefs of Commerce, Arts, Science, Reli- 
gion, Laws $ their mutual; Influience> and 
Effeds on each other, and on Manners and 
Principles > the Chartders, ViriMoe and 
Vices of Rank, 0£Bce, and Prpfefilpiu In 
each of the Periods dius delineated!, tl^ 
natural Means by i^hiph diefe Peripd^ gc)- 
nerate ^ach other j ^ AdYfWJages; M^d 
Diiadvantages, Strengths and W^^ReiT^J* 
which mark [and diftinguifh thi:fe fevcff al 
Periods^ the moft praidicable, Mbans of 

B 3 bringifig 
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Irwging forooard ^tjdvage and rude Pe* 
riods towards polijbed Life, and of bringing 
back the effeminate and cornet Periods to 
the fame falutary Medium ; above all, the 
Regulation and ftrong Eftablifhment of 
Manners and Principles to this ini{)drtant 
End;— -thefe, widi other fubordinitte Ar- 
ticles of Refearch, proved and illuilrated 
by FaflS drawn from Hiftory, forni the 
Subftance of the Writer's general Dcffign. 

Oil this Deiign he \Ri& intent, when tbs 
War broKe out between Britaii^ and 
FranC(b s which being very unfiiccefsfiil 
ifi its Beginning, oH thi Part of Britain ; 
fale thou^t he could not, in his priVdte Sta- 
tion, d6 a better Servi<i^ toi his Country^ 
tfesan in pdintiiig iss^ v^Mt to bitii app^sted 
die fahdaiifiiehtal did Mm Gtafes of this 
SU Sdccefs. "to this End he fingled oUt fo 
inuch of hb iMA Dei^h^ a$ immedi&tely 

related 
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related to the prefent State of his own 

Times and Country ; endeavouring to con-^ 

vince his Fellow Citizens, that «* the Source 

' of our public Mifcarriages did not lie 

* merely in the particular and incidental 

* Mifcondud: of Individuals ^ but in great 

* Part in the prevailing Charadter of that 
^ Period in which we live 3 that is, in the 

* Manners and Principles of the Times." 

Hence alone, the Eftimate. had its acr 
cidental Birth : Let it be chiefly remem- 
bered then, that the main Subjedt of this 
EfHmate is folely *« the EfFedls of prefent 
" Manners and Principles on the Duration 
« of the State." This the Writer infifted 
on fo flrongly, and repeated fo often, that 
he thought hi? Readers would certainly 
carry it along with them : yet he finds, he 
was miftaken. 

B4 The 



The leading Truths, therefore, which 
in the Courfe of his Worjc he has attempted 
to prove, are thefc } That ex<xi)itant Trade 
hgth produced exorbitant Wealthy that 
this hath naturally produced a high De^ 
gree of Luxury, and a general Attention 
to pleafurable Enjoyment itmmg the higher 
Ranks J anaong whoni the EffeiSts of Lux*» 
ury mull of courfe firfi appear, That 
thefe natural EfFedts of Wealth have been 
naturally attended with public Confe- 
quences which tcncj to the weakening or 
piiTohition of the State, by turning thitt 
general Attentbn upon fJeqfuralde Enjoy^ 
ment^ which in fimpler Times w^ bait oh 
Views of Huty. That hence, a geiiera} 
Pefeft of Capacity, Foratude, and Prfn^ 
pple, did naturally rife^ iuch as, in its 
End, mnft be fatal, if unchecked in its 
Progrefs : and that all the leading Ranks 
.^crc pf CQurfe infedled with thefe natural 

Con- 



Ccmfcquences^ in ibme Degree or other^ 
from their very Situation. 

That another Evil hath confpired vtith 
this I and that as this arofe frbnd the AhuSt 
of Wealth, fo the other was inflanwd bjr 
this, and arofe from the Abufe of LibcMyw 
That our Conftitution^ excellent in its Na*- 
ture, was liable to a(i Abufe, which arofe 
even from its Excellence. That die Pfin^ 
ciple of parliamentary Influence which was 
thought or found neceflary at the Revolu- 
tion in Eighty-eight, as a new Prindjile of 
Government, had conipired with the Lux^ 
uty and ruling Mttnnefs of the Tiit^es, to 
weaken the national Powers, by raiiihg 
many Men to Places of the moA: important 
Trufl, who v^re in ibme Reipedt or other 
unequal to the Taflc : And hence the aoi- 
cumulated Danger tq the Stability of die 

QommonwoEilth* 

This 
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This is the main Outline of the Au- 
thor's Defign, ftrip'd of that Particularity 
and Variety of colouring, which it was ne- 
ceflary to give it, ere it could be made a 
juft and ftriking Pidlure of the Times, 
AH that circumftantial Delineation of the 
ruling Character of each Rank, Condition, 
Order, or Profeflion of Men, being indeed 
no more than what the Writer intended as 
a Proof in Detail, of thefe general Prin- 
ciples. 

The Reception which the Work hath 
met with in the World, is a Proof fuffi- 
cient, how thoroughly the main Body of the 
.Nation is convinced of the general Truth 
and Utility of the Plan. As to the Exe- 
cution of it; whoever confiders the Na- 
ture of the Work ; and that in the Courfe 
of particular Proof, it was heceffary to 
Ipeak with uncommon Freedom concern- 
ing the real State of all Ranks and Orders 

of 
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of Men, will eafily fee that Numbers muft 
be difpleafed at a Freedom which was per- 
haps newy but which the very Genius of 
the Work rendered necejfary. 

What Foundation this particular Dif- 
pleafure of Individuals may have had iii 
Reaibn, and what in Paffion and Sdf- 
Partiality, I will now calmly confider 5 m 
weighing thofe Objedlions which your 
Lordfhip hath laid before me. 

LETTER III. 

■ ■ • • 

TT" O U fay, my Lord, that " many good 

* " and well meaning People have taken 
Offence, as being involved in the blame- 
able Manners of the Times, and there- 
fore charged with Guilt, as the Enemies 
of their Country, while they are not con- 
fcious of aiSting intentionally amifs.''--^ 
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In reply to this, my Lord, let me briefly 
quote my Vindication from fbme Paiges 
in the Book itfelf. << It is not affirmed 
" or imply'd, in this general Review, that 
«-' eveiy Individual hath afliimed the Garb 
'^ and Charad:er of falfe Delicacy.— ^ As in 
^' manly Ages, fome will be efieminatet 
'< fo, in eflfeminate Times, the manly 
*« Charadter will be found/' But from 
<« the general Combination of Manners 
*^ and Principles, in every Period of Time, 
<^ will always refult one ruling and predo- 
" minant Charaifter ♦/* 

Yet altho* it be true, that the Charadef 
of guilty Effeminacy belongs not to all ; it 
feems to the Writer, that none are exempt 
from fome Degree or other of thofe ruling 
Manners, which, when indulged beyond a 
certdh Degree, conftitute the Charaifter of 
guil^ Efienunacy. He cannot acquit his 

• Vol. I. p. 65. 

bcft 
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\kA and wor&ieft Friends of bme Par& 
dpatictfi vdth the Defeds of ^idur Time 
and Country. Not dodi he pretend to be 
exempt from themhimielf. Alas^ i^he 
didy he muft be the blindeft and moft felf- 
ignorant of all Mortals ! Thefe Man- 
ners are^ in a certain Degree, in-wroyght 
into our very Nature by t^e Force of early 
Habit ; then become, as it were, a Part 
of us : and we might as well attempt to 
diveft ourfelves of the Modes of Speech^ 
as of the Modes of Thought and Aftion 
which are peculiar to our Time and Coun- 
try ♦. 

Thus, as no Period is without its De* 
feds, fo by early Habit, we are all necefla- 
rily doomed to a Participation of thefe De- 
feds. Hence, all* Charadsrs are imper- 

* Virtuous axul vicious ev'ry Man muft be> 
Few in th' extreme, but all in the D^re^ : 
IThe Rogue and Fool by Fits is fair and wifej 
And ev'ft the beft, by Fits, what they defpife. 

fcdi 



fed ; not only from their internal Frame 
•and Paflions j but from their external Ha- 
bits of Education. But where the Scales 
fairly preponderate on the Side of Reafon 
.and Virtue ; there, tho* the Charader be 
imperfeSi^ it is not vicious. 

Nay, not only the worthieft are in fome 
Degree neceflarily tindiured with the ruling 
Errors of the Times ; but I will go a Step 
further, my Lord, and affirm, " that Men 
" may be involved in the Manners of the 
** Times, to a Degree that is even perni- 
** cious, and yet not be juftly fligmatized 
" as immoral or unworthy Charadlers, fo 
" as to become juftly the Objedls of Ha- 
" tred or Deteftation." 

To prove that I am not cooking up a 
new Syftem in my own Defence, different 
from the Principles of the Eftimate, I muft 
again have Recourfe to the Eftimate itfelf 

The 
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The following Pariigraph is dccifive. " Se- 
" vcral Habits, Qualities, and Adlions, 
** which feem innocent in themfelves, as 
^* they afFeifl or influence private Life, are 
" equally or more hurtful than others of a 
** more odious Appearance, if we con- 
" fider them as they aflfedt the public 
" Strength and Welfare. This comes to 
" pafs,becaufe the HI Confequences of fome 
" Adlions are immediate ; of others, more 
dijiant. The firft ftrike the Imagination^ 
and are feen by all : The latter muft be 
traced up to their Caufes by the Ufe of 
Reafon ; and to do this, exceeds the Ta- 
« lentsof the Many*." 

Give the Author Leave now, my Lord, 
to apply this Truth fairly and candidly in 
his own Defence : A Ufe, which he little 
dreamt, when he writ it, that he fhould 
ever have Occafion to apply it to. 

* Vol. II. p. 173. 

When, 
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When, therefore, the Author charged 
his Contemporaries with indulging Man« 
ners pernidous to the public Welfare, he 
a^ver intended to charge all who thus 
indulged them, wkh any defigned Inamo- 
nHxy or Guilt. Thefe Manners, it ap- 
pears, do not neceflarily imply an imxooral 
Charadter, in the ftrifteft Senfe ; becaufe, 
tho they be attended Vith diftant Confe* 
quences which are bad, nay perhaps fatal, 
yet thefe Confequences are not always per- 
ceive or fu^eded by thofe who are in* 
volved in them* There is, in this Cafe, 
IK> Idea, no Sufpicion of any Violation of 
Duty ; the Confequences are perhaps too 
diftant to be feen by every Eye > and there- 
fore, ftriaiy ipeaking, no moral Guilt of 
Demerit can arife. Yet thele Manners (t 
cite another PajSage which may convinc 
you that the Writer's Defence is built oi 
his firft Principles) " tho' in Appearanc 
" they are too trite to ment Notice, 2 
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*^ tod trifling for I^ebuke, may in their 
' " Tendency be as fatal to the Stability of a 
• " Nation, as Maxims and Manners more 

." apparently flagitious *." 
•■ . . 

Now, thefe Manners, my Lord, which 

. are thus fraught with hidden and unfeen 

Mifchief, ought furely to be laid open in 

. all their Confequences, no lefs than Man- 

;ners. more apparently flagitious. Nay, 

there .is indeed the greater Necefllty for 

fuch a Developcment, becaufe without it, 

even the worthy and well-intentioned may 

be drawn in, while they fufpcdt no fuch 

.Confequcnce, to adopt a.Syfl:em of Man* 

ners deflxudtive to their Country. 

i '. , I • .' • 
Lex the following Paragraph, (apply *d, 

indeed, in the Book itfelf to a different 

Purpofe) ferve as a concurrent Proof of 

what is here aflerted. " The more trite 

♦ Vol. I. p. 29W, . 

C '' and 
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<< and triflkg the Fads mayfccm^ ihc 
<< ixiore their Confequences are likefy to 
<^ e(cape Notice : For Attention is natu- 
<< rally fixed only on Thiitgs of manifeft 
« Importance. Now, if indeed, notwith- 
^ Aanding this, diey be in their Tendency 
<< afi fatal to the Stabtiity of a Nadon, as 
^ Maxibte and Mmners more apparently 
<< fls^itknis^ then it may be not only a 
<< Tafk of ibme Importance, but of feme 
5^ Delicacy too, to trace them to thek 
^. Confei^ehces and Soiicxres ^.^ 

.. This, my Lord, may be piUed thejf?^ 
€ond Degree J in vdiich the Writer dSieema 
l)is Counct;^ tmy genemUy infeded widi 
that SyAem of Manners, which he hath 
actempeedto dilgraoe. But nei^M- in this^ 
Degree, docs he ^nk ^t moral Goitt is 
chargeable . ion the Delinqoents j nor did 
he«ver diacg;e them wkh it, to aato en^ 

* Vol. 11. p. 54^ 

deavour 
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endeavour to render Individiuls the Ofcje^ 
gf Hatred and Detcibidoa* 

But there is a tkird He^ qf Dege* 
ncraejr, wbaoh the Writer eftcenw the pro^ 
per Ot^ea; of fevere Cenfure and Reproof j 
and that is «* Whea thro' a determined 
" Pi«ffuit of Gain or Pleafurc» manifeft 
<' ill Confe^vence^ are wiUfuUy overlooked 
^' and reafonable Admonitions n^le^iedi 
** or whe» theUe Con^uenc^ti arc ieen» 
** and AfUnonitiom attended to ;^ yet deli* 
" berately defpUed, and (et «t Defiance.'^ 
Now this De^ee of D^qency» my Isxa^ 
the Author beUeves and hopes^ is aotvery 

<:oauQon ; Indeed, the «iity Tenqc of his 
Work^the fery eiTentialPrincipliPftoQ which 

he fet outv intply »od a^m the ^n>» 
trary . For if this had been the Represen- 
tation he had dejQgned t^ make of hts 
Times and Country, he muilhavc iegarde4. 

and branded them as projHgatt* Now ib 

Ca far 
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fkr from this, that he hath exprefsly af- 
med, as a furidamental Principle of his 
Work, that the Charader of the Times is 
NOT that of profligacy. " The flighteft 
"^« Obfervation, if attended with Impartiality, 
^^ may convince us, that the Character of 
. " the Manners of this Age and Nation, is 
by no means that of abandoned Wick- 
ednefs and Profligacy. This Degree of 
Degeneracy, indeed, is often imputed ^f- 
" to the Times ; but to what Times hath 
it not been imputed ?" Again : " If the 
previous Eflimate, already given, be juft j 
if the Spirit of Liberty,, Humanity, and 
Equity, be in a certain Degree yet left 
among us, fome of the moft eflential 
<* Foundations of abandoned Wickednefs 
^ and Profligacy can have no Place *." 

Yet-, my Lord, tho* thefe atrocious 
Crimesr have no Place among us, fo as to 

t Vol. I. p. 26. ♦ lb. p. 28. 

form 
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form the Charader qf a People, the Wri* 
ter can entertain no Doubt, but ther^e are 
Charadlers in every Rank and Station erf* 
Life, who may juftly deferve the Style of 
profligate. This is often fuppofed, in the 
Courfe of the Eftimate; thefe Charadters^ 
with their EfFedts on the public Welfare; 
are incidentally touched on : But gs the 
general Tenor and Complexion of the 
Work fuppofes, that thegeneralCharaf^er of 
the Times is totally diiferent from thist;. no 
candid Reader, fare, will charge the Writer 
with imputing this Profligacy to any parti- 
cular Character, unlefs where it is parti-^ 

CULARLY AFFIRMED and IMPUTED. . 

r » . • 

L E T TER IV. 

CUCH, then, my Lord, is the general 

Foundation of the Writer s main De- 

fence: A Defence which, if every one 

bad known his Sentiments of Men and 

C 3 Things, 
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Things, as tvell ^ youf LbtdSbipy he is 
perfbaded he titvtt coald have had Occa^ 
&bti to miake. And he hath only to apply 
theft ^neral Prindples of Defence, to tA 
ihofe Rankfi, Conditfom, Orders, and Pfo-> 
&fiion6, txMh he haih fi^utinua^ in hii 
fiftimatb, in order to clear himfelf of this 
capital Ob^dtion/ 

Thxttb, when he dferms, that tht leading 
Kstnks in general are Initded with the 
Mafiusrs of fix times, he mean% ntt to 
charge the leadit^g Ranks with a general 
Proflig^ or deliberate Guitt. He belicvw 
them invoked^ irbm tbnr ^tttation, in a 
Syflem of Manners, and in very various 
Degrees ^f theft ASuiners^ whkh^ if not 
attended to, and curbed in their Excefs, 
will ifoon or late endanger the Stability of 
Are CDmtnoriwealth. But he believes, at 
the fame Time, nay, and knows it too^ 
t)^t Oiany among thefe leading Ranks are 

poiTeiled 
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pofleiled of Q^lities truly amiable; He 
only ^inks, snd hadi aficrted what he 
Ainlcs, tlut Aey extend not their Views 
to diftanC or future Con^uences ; bu' 
heedleffly adopt a 6yftern of Manner^, 
n^idi, if unchedced in thdr Prc^rels> 
will be attended with fut^ Eflfe£ts as t&ey 
dienifelves would tremble to behc4d. 

He regvds the Armies ofGrfo/ Britain^ 
as being lefs grc^y vkioits than in fenner 
Times : He i^plauds thdr Valour in pa^' 
ticular Inftances : But he points out, what 
ijl indifierent People adcnbwle<%e, that 
the ruling CJura^r of the Times hath 
naturally drawn '^em into aSyftem of Man- 
ners, vihich tends to the Deftmdioa of mi- 
lit^ S{nrit. 

Of the fiune Kind are his StiiftiHes on 
the Navy. Nay, here he adcnowiedgedi 
Intlances of the moft confummate Bravery, 
He 
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; 
f 

He laments the public Adl of their Coun-^ 
try, which confpired With the Manners of 
the Times, and expofed thcfe Gentlemen 
to the Temptations of Gain, in Preference 
to Views of Duty. He afiirnis, that their 
Remiflhefs is not properly z perjonal Guilt, 
but ther natural Effeftpf: their Situation^ 
in fuch a Periody and in fjigh a Nation ^ 
for that " they are brave, hardy, and in. 
<^ trepid, till they rife to the higher Coin- 
f< mands; 4nd then the Example and 
«^ Manners of the Tim? inf|?f5l them */' 

He bath treated his own Profeffion with 
the fame Freedom and Impartiality : But 
what is remarkable here, is, that while 
fjme cry aloud againft him for his ill Ufage 
of his own ProfeiGon, others affirm he 
hath done it more than Juftice. For it 
feems, he hath affirmed that " in the 
/* middle Ranks of this Profeffion ther? 
^^ are more good Qualities found than iij 

^^ my 
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*^ any other/* This indeed he thinks is 
true J and refolves it, not into the fuperior 
perfonal Virtue of the Pr^eforSy but into 
the Nature of the Profejfion itfelf 5 which, 
among the middle Ranks, contains and 
prefents ftronger . Motives to Virtue, and 
niore effdtual 3ars to Vice, than any other 
Profeflion he knows of. Now, as he 
judgeth of the Virtues, fo dotb he judge of 
the Failings, or,, if you will, the. Vices of 
this Orden P^rfpnal Vices.,. he never 
jhought of meddling with, biit only, the 
Yices of Rank.^pd profeflioa.;, ej^ecially 
fuch as the Manners of the Timej^ inflame. 
Now, it is manifeftjr that all thpfe of this 
Profeflion, who " convex](e with theWorld, 
^^' and are. fuppoiI?d to make, Part , of it," 
without Regard to their partifuiar Rankf 
ftand expofed to Temptations, Follies, 
jmd Vices, which the more rptired Part 
of the Profeflion are not expqfed to. 

. Jn fuch a Cafe, it is hard to &yy where 

per* 
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perfonal and moral Guilt be^ns ; but thi 
he adventures to (ay, that many well 
meaning Men in the Profeflion may be in 
volved in Manners and Habits which an 
confequentially pernicious, tho' feemingl; 
innocent. This Conduct is often the Ef 
feft of Inattentions doubtlefs, it is fome 
dmes the Refute of deliberate Defign 
Where the Boundaries lie, the Writer pre 
tends not to determine : neith^ indeed i 
it necefl&ry ^r his main Parpofe, tha 
he fhould determine; becaufe his mail 
Purpofe vw only to point out and pre 
vent Cmjiquenees t And Confequences wil 
eqtudly arife, iirom anyiuppofed Syflem o 
Condud, whedier l3utt ConduA arifetl 
from mere Jbiattentton^ or fixxn moral D^ 
pravity of Heart. 

With Regard to Ae political Leaden 
of the People, €very Man ^who reads hii 
WoA: widi an Eye of Candour and Im* 

paT' 
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piartiatity, will fee that the general Diift of 
his Reafoning is of the fame Kind. He 
hath reprefenied die Greats as bemg too 
generally imfnerfed in the Purfuit of Plea- 
fcte, or of Wealth for the Sake of Plea^ 
fate; inattentive to the Interefls of the 
Public, but far from being void of pri- 
vate, moral, and peribnal Virtues. He 
acknovdedges diere are kind Fathers, Mb^ 
dicrs, Sifters, Brothers, Friends ♦; Hu- 
manity to Diftrefe he infiib on as a ruling 
Feature of die Times-f-5 and a general 
Spirit of Equity, in all Things that relate 
to private Property, hdtween Man and 
Man. Thefe Virtues, yet %dk among us; 
do fioc tbidy finm amiabte CharaAers in the 
common Intercourfes of private Life ; but 

in his Opinion may form a &ir Foundsi^ 

* _ 

tion on which to build thole poblic Tir- 
toes, the Lo& of which he aS&nns and b- 
ments |. It is the Idea of a Pubficdia^ 

• Vc3.|. IVrtL flk. | Ik 
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in his Opinion, is too generally loft : It is 
the Force of Religion that is too generally 
no more: It is the Principle of virtuous 
and public Honour, that in his Eftimation 
is too generally dwindled into unmanly 
Vanity. Thus, while the Manners of the 
Times are in rnany Inftances amiable and 
^Ipring, as they regard private Life and 
particular -Connexions ;, the great Bonds of 
public Strength, the Sinews of the Com^ 
mon wealth, the M^inners and Principles 
which fhould be the Soul of the State, 

fttould upite all its Members into one 

^. » • ' . 

Body ^vigorous, ftrong, and terrible to its^ 
Enemies, thefe> in bis Opinion, have been 
tclaxed into Weaknefs, and Diflblution. , 

Nay, even the great ruling Evil of par- 
iiamentary Influence, whofe EfFedls, on ,the 
national Strength, he hath been.fo bold in 
difclofing; and at which, he believes, the 
Great have taken moft Offence jr-even this 

ruling 
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ruling Evil, he believes, Jiath made its 
Progrefs^ in many Inftances, through the 
mere Blindtiefs, and Inattention of the Par- 
ties concerned 5 who bent only on private 
Advantage, or perhaps aduated only by the 
Reputation and Honour annexed to an ex- 
tenfive Influence (a View no ways blameable 
while confiftent with the Welfare of the 
Public) and not confcious of thofe EfFedts 
which naturally arofe from fuch a Condudt, 
have often immerfed themfelves in all the 
Wretchednefs of Party Violence and Bo- 
rough-jobbing, without any ill Intention to 
the State. Nay, in many Cafes, he makes 
ho Doubt, biit the very private Virtues of 
the Man have given Birth to the Vices of 
the Politician 'j and a niifguided L(/ve to 
Sons, Daughters, Friends, and Depen- 
dants, been the Source of political Servi^ 
tude and Attachments, which, in their un- 
feen ' or unregarded EfFeds, have been of 
the moft fatal Confequence to the Com- 

4 mon- 



( 30 ) 

monweal j by raifing Men. to public Of- 
fices of Truft and Importance, who werft 
unequal to their Station both in Capacity, 
public Spirit, and other neceflary Qudifica,« 
tions. But altho' he thinks thus of many 
of his Fellow Subjefts, he cannot be- fi> 
blindly credulous, as to think thus of all : 
He cannot doubt, but there are fome, who 
would hire tbemfelves out to fale^ would 
obftrudt wholefome Meafures, would for- 
ward bad ones, in order to force themfelve^ 
into lucrative Employments, and enrid^ 
tiiemfelves, their Families, and Depen*- 
dants, tho* the Diforder or the Ruin of 
the State were the forefeen and certain 
Confequence. Yet, how many of the^ 
Charafters may infeft the Nation, or where 
fiich Charaders are to be looked for, h^ 
neither hath affirmed, nor even infinuated. 
His Defign was of a far different NaturCt 
<* not to make perfbnal Applications, but 

« 

<< to trace acknowledi^ Fa^ to their un^ 

" feen 
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feen Confequ^ices/' Whether^ diert* 
fore, dHboneft Intentions \^ere concerned 
or !k>t^ was of no eflenbal Import to his 
ca{tttal Defign i which was only to point out 
the da9^erms,^ffe£k of fuch a ruling Sy(^ 
tem of Pclicy^ whether it was founded in 
ikmdefs or in wched itt^ntim^ 

Oh thefe Foundations dien, my Lor4» 
die AudicNT ^ the Eftimate i^^ his De- 
kfCiCt* He affirms, what^ indeod, the 
greater Part of his Readers are well fatis* 
£ed of» that he never meant to ftigmadze 
orpcuntjout peribnal Defe^ or Vices, but* 
only thofe of Rank, of Profeflion, of the 
Times. He hath in Cbniequence of diis 
Principle endeavcmred to lay open the pe-> 
culiar Defers incident to each Rank and 
Profefiion^ but no where hath he de%n^ 
ediy pointed out the particular Men which 
are d^argeable with d;^fe Dofedb. So iar 
m It^e JNp x^Mi^ th# fenerai Ddi^ 

^ or 
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• • 

«-or Vices into perfonal and deliberate Guiltj 
that he thinks it poffible, that if the lead- 
ing Ranks and the middle Ranks of the 
-Nation were to change PlaceSy thhy might 
•change CbaraSfers too : That many of thofe 
who are now borne down by the Manners 
of the Times, might, thro* iiich a Change 
of Situation, ftand entirely clear of them ; 
•and many of thofe who now ftand clear of 
them, might be over-whelmed by their 
|)revailing Influence. But if the Writer 
"was to eftimate the moral Merit or De- 
merit of private and perfonal Charadlers 
(a Thing which came not within his De- 
;fign) he would furely go another Way to 
'Work : He would not weigh ConfeqtienceSt 
£o much as Intentions : He would confider, 
who were delinquent thro' InadverteAcey 
and who thro' deliberate De/ign. As he 
never did this j as nothing of this Kind 
makes any Part of his Work 5 as he hath in 
many Places declared the very contrary 5 h 

is 
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IS evident^ that he never meant to charge In-* 
dividuals with moral Guilt -, but, in one 

* 

Word, " to eftimate the Confequences of 

**_thofe Manners and Principles, in which 
the particular State of the Times hath 
naturally, in fome Degree or other, in- 

" volved bimfelfy his Friends^ and his 

•« Country." 

I FORESEE, my Lord, an Objedtion 
may rife to the Propriety of this Defence. 
It may be afked, " If thefe Manners and 
" Principles of the Times are properly 
" treated here with Gentlenefsy why In the 
« Eftimate itfelf are they often treated with 
" Severity V 

The Reply to this Objeftion, my Lord 
is eafy ; and not only confiftent with the 
Natur? of the Defence, but indeed eflen- 
tially founded on it. In this Defence, the 
author hath coniidered the Manners and^ 

D Prin- 
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Principles of the Times, as they afFeft 
the Intentiom of thofe who are involved \m 
them : their Intentions, he fbppofes, to be 
in many Inftances, void of deliberate Guilt : 
therefore, when he regaitts them in this 
Light, he regards them as not chargeable 

with moral Profligacy, and therefore to be 
treated with Gentlenefs. 

But* in the Eftiniate itfelf, he con- 

lidered the Manners and Principles of the 
Times, iblely with regard to their Confe-- 
duenCes. llieie, he thought, were pernicipus, 
and fatal : and therefore the Manners and 
l*rinciples which led to them, were, in his 
Opinion, to be dilplayed as being perni- 
cious and fatal; and therefore, in this Re- 
gard, to be treated with Severity. 

* 

Jt is farther urged, if feems, " fh 
** the Writer hath adted with a blatneat) 

^ Partiality, in painting the mling Ft 

.« li 
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<« lies arid Vices of the Times with the 
^^ utrhoft, and even aggravated Severity j 
"but hath given few or rid Virtues to 
•^ Cotfiptnfate ; ^^hereas an Eftim'ator of 
^^ the iTimeg tfught to haVc beeh impar- 
^^ tiat'y arid (hbtild have commenBedi as 
*^ welt as blamed.^' 

'i'hat Men of Senfe and knowledge 
fhould raife this objection, is not Co eafily ac^ 
cbtinted for. 1 can ohly fuppofe they take 
Things upon Truft, and have not read the 
Book, My Lordjthe Writer hath giveii a Ca- 
talogue of Virtues, which adorn bur Times 
and Country, fo very favourable, that the 
only ctodid and decent adversary who hat& 
yet appeared againft him, thinks the Pic- 
ture, in one Circumftance,rather^//^r/«g-*, 
Hear what thfc Writer himfelf adds oa this 
SiibjeA in the fecond Volume. " Let us do 

* CMbeimJies if tki fnfent fQlitical Sidte if 
Giitix Britain, p. 203. 

D 2 « Juftic 
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** .jfufticc to our Age and Country in every 
** regard: a political Conftitution,fuperior to 
" all thatHiftory hath recorded^ or prefent 
« Times can boaft : A religious Eftablifh- 
" ment, which breathes univerfal Chari- 
" ty and Toleration. A Spirit of Liber- 
'^ ty yet unconquercd ; a general Huma- 
^* nity and Sincerity, beyond^ any Na- 
** tion upon Earth : an Adminiilration of 
" Juftice, that hath even filenced Envy :— 
** Thefe are Bleflings which every Eng- 
^* lijhman feels, and ought to acknow- 

<c ledge/* Sure, my Lord, thefe are 

far from general and undiftinguifliing In- 
ve<9ives againft our Times and Country. 
Beyond this, the Writer hath exprefsly 
affirmed, that in every Rank, Order, and 
Profcflion, there are Men who ftand dif- 
tinguilhcd by their Capacity and Virtue. 
^This Catalogue he could have drawn out 
by particular Panegyric: but in the View 
of Things, andvirith the Intentions witb 

which 
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which he writ, a general Acknowledg- 
ment was fufficient 5 and fuch an ^;?^r^^^ 
Panegyric, however y^, would have been 
highly blameable. It could have anfwered 
but two Purpofes ; to make himfelf a/^«" 
voured Writer among the Great, when he 
meant to be an bonejl one; and to lull the 
higher Ranks in thzi f ottering Stupor in 
which they were already funk. The firfl: 
of thefe he was not foUicitous about : the 
fecond he held dijhoneji. Mankind were 
to be awakened and alarmed. This could 
not be done by dwelling on obfequious Re- 

prefentations. Soft and gentle Touches had 
been ineffeftual : The Succefs of the Stroke 
depended on the Strength and Boldnefs, 
This was one of thofe particular Occafions, 
when it became his Duty, not only to 
cry aloud^ h\itXofpare not. The Difeafes 
of the Times called for fuch a ConducSt. 
The Seafon was favourable: it was the 
Hour of Sickncfs, and the Tiijic to alarm. 

D 3 The 
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The national, Piib:eire3 and pifgjr^ces h^ 
already awakened the Fears offeripus^ Men: 
'^his, thenj was the Tit^e to pojijt out the 
Caujes of thp Mifchief, and it§ Cure. 
Thefe Fears were pof cpnfined to ^en pf 
Speculation and the Clofct; but public 
Men and Minifters faw and avowed the 
ruling Evils ; vj^hich were freely and bpld- 
ly expofed In the Senate, as they have been 
by the Writer from the Pref§. This was 
tiie Time for honeft Men of every Rank, to 
jp;a with thofe Men of public Station in fo 
laudable a Work, and to fecond and fup- 
port their Endeavours for a general Re- 
fprmation. The Great, then, were tp be 
rouzed from their Lethargy; the People 
led to fee the Source of Danger, and to 
prevent it. The View, therefore, was 
honeft and laudable ; the Means dangerous 
only to him that ufed them. The 'Writer 
may be found, indeed, to have judged 
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lil forhimfelf, in the Langulage of world- 
ly Prudence ; but a Man who rifks what is 
commonly held mofl dear, from a confcien* 
tious and fixed Refolve to do what he thinks 
his Duty, may feem reafonably intitled, at 
leaft to the Excufe of thofe who wifti to fee 
good Manners and Principles prevail. Some^ 
no Doubt, may think he hath afted an . 
imprudent Part, and facrificed bis chief 
Interefts : but it is a Miftake, my Lord : 
for he hath ever held his chief Interefts to 
lie in a Perfeverance in the Paths of Duty. 



LETTER V. 

SO much for the Writer's general De- 
fence. You tell me next, my Lord, 
that fome People have found the Ap-* 
pearance of an Inconfiftency, "While 
he delineates the Times as feljip^y and 
yet admits them to bcfriendfyy cbarU 

** tabby and humane'* 

D 4 This 
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This Objection arifeth (like moft of the 
reft) from a Mifapprehenfion of his Plan : 

His Defign, was to confider the general Cha- 
radter of his Contemporaries, as they ftand 
related to the Puilic. Now, in this Light 
he cannot but regard the general Charadler 
of the Times 2sfelfijh. We have not that 
real and generous Concern for the national 
Welfare, which we difcover in Behalf 
of our Ffiendsj or Individuals in Dijirefs. 
Doth not the following Circumftance de- 
monftrate the Truth of this CharaQer ? 
That while large and generous Subfcrip- 
tions are carried on for the Relief of all 
Manner of private Diftrefs, moft Men 
grudge what they are called upon to con- 
tribute toward the public Exigencies. They 
pay, when they are compelled to pay, with 
Murmurs and Reludance. I mean this of 
the fuperior Ranks : The poor Farmer, La- 
bourer, ai;id Mechanic pays, without re- 

his 
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pining, the Taxes on his Candles, his Salt^ 
and his Shoes, tho' they are Articles ne- 
ceflary to his Subfiflence, But did the 
higher ranks (hew xh€\x public ZeaU when 
the Wifdom of the Legiflature chofe that 
Article of Luxury, a Coach or Chariot^ as 
proper to fupport a moderate Tax ? Did 
each Man prefs forward to take his trifling 
Share of the general Burthen, and to con- 
tribute a Mite from his Abundance ? When 
the Pomp of the loaded Side-board be- 
came another Objedt of a moderate Tax, 
did the Owners rejoice in this Opportunity 
of contributing to the Wants of the Pulh* 
lie? Yet this was not only called by 
thofe who projeded it, a Tax upon Ho^ 
nouTy but in Reality it was fo ; fince, in the 
very Nature of it, it could not be made 
compulfiry. Thofe who knew the Manners 
of die Age foreiaw and fore told the Con* 
fcquences of it ; and, in Faft, Republic Ho- 
nour of fome among the Great was found,on 

this 
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tjlis Occafion, fo equal to their public SpU 
rity that the Tax has produced a mere 
Trifl?, Yet, it feems, the Senfe of Shame 
90uld produce, what public Honour and 
public Spirit failed to produce; for I am told, 
that the Revenue aqjfing from one of thefc 
t^es received a fudden and moft aAoniih^ 
ing Inqreafe, from ar Order of the Houfc of 
C. that the Names of thofe who had paid 
it ihould be laid before them. Thofe who 
wpnld neither obey the Law, nor fupport 
the Public, were afraid of being expofed to 
the Shame of having difcov^red that they 
faiie4 in either : they wqre content to t>o 
^hat they were afhamed tp have it faud they 
h%^ done. Jt i§, in Truth, owing, ia 
g^regit Part to the fame Turn, of Thought, 
that ib much Offence hath been taken, 
^nfippgft the higher Ranks, at the Truths 
d^ivered in the Efiimate. They fee, the 
R^ejfentations there made are unfavour-- 
ahle, tQ the Cpndu^St, perhaps of themfelves^ 

but 
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but a^ leafl:, of many of their Friends, 
whofe priygte Qualities they efteefn and 
love : How their public Condu<S aflfeds 
the Intprefts of their Country^ they feir 
dom enlarge their Views fo far as to con- 
fider : and hence, a Writer, who feparates 
tl^eir public Cqudu^ f rota their private, and 
confiders the Adions of Men, only as they 

regard Im fCquntry^ egnnpt poffibly fail qf 
ioeurring their E>i<pleafprq. TheRealbp, 
tf\y Lord, was aflign^d in the fecpnd Vo- 
lume : ^^ Enlarged Views pf Benevplcncc 
V' are quite beypnd the Reach of fuch a 
n People." 



LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

OUR Objciflions which follow next, 
are chiefly peribnal : However, as 
they have been madey they fliall be anjwer^ 
td. You fay, my Lord, it hath been afked, 
" Who appointed this Man a natiotkd j 
Preacher?" — Now, this Expreffion is in 
Truth metaphorical : The literal and pro- 
per Manner of putting the Queftion^ if 
any Doubt arifcs on the Matter, is this : 
" Who gave this Man Authority to fpeak 
" his Thoughts on national Aflfairs. ?'* — 
When the Thought is thus diverted of 
Figure, and given in mere literal Expref- 
fion, you fee, that any modeft and fenii- 
ble EngUJhman would blufh to afk the 
Qjieftion. It is doubting of that common 
Right, which every EngUJhman demands, 
and is poffejfed of. This Privilege the Wri- 
ter hath exerted in common with Hun- 
dreds 
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dredsof his Time and Nation. ' By what 
Motives other Men may have been dcter- 
mined> he leaves to themfelves; for 
his own Part, he (poke, becauie he 
thought he (aw the ruling Errors of his 
Country. TTis certain, that in Point of 
Opinicn he hath a great Majority in his Fa- 
vour: but he never expefted to find that 
Majority among thofe Ranks, where the 
ruling Errors are fuppofed to He. And if 
it be true, as the Writer often fuggeftsi 
that all national Failures begin among 
the higher Ranks, 'tis certain, that a de^ 
dining Nation may Aide down to Ruin, 
before a national Preacher be in Form c^ 
pointed: Or if he was, it may be prefum- 
cd, his Syftem of Manners and Principles 
would be IbmewHat curioufly modeled and 
prefcribed; and would be more likely to 
help forward the ruling Evils^ than to cure 
them. 

Let 
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Let us conclude then^ my LcSrd^ that 
whoever has the Power, has Kkewife the 
Righty to command the nationat Attfention. 
There never vvras any Period in any State, 
where Refc«'mation« of foriie Kind wert 
not wanting. The great Point is, not ^ 
is commonly done, and with great Af^- 
plaufe^ to declaim, in a vague Manner^ 
againft the Iniquity of the Times, (a Kind 
of Rhetorick which ftrikes the Ear, but 
never ike Heart J but to point outther^/zVarg* 

Mrrors and Corruptions with fuch a Particu- 
Sarity of Cireumftance, diat every Delin- 
q.uent, in every Rank, fhall fee, and be 
made to feel, his own. This, my Lords 
is the Way to awaken, to convince : thus 
alone the Mind and Gonfcience is turned 
upon itfelf : Few Men are fo deliberately 

vUe, as to withftand the Convf(Stions of 

• ^ 

their own Reafon : The great Source of 
Wickednefs is Self-deceit. But this Method 
of convincing, the Writer was well aware, 

is 
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k a Task which (howevef ufefol td lAe 
I*ub!i6) will bring no Favout to the thS.- 
iridoal who ttndeitakes it. 

t^t next Obji^idn you tell me of, 
ttty tdrd, liiay feem to Weaf i little ntofe 
Aah ^iSy ftit I'ice of Rdafonl The 6fe- 
jcftion fe, that, ** tbrifideriiig the Writer*s 
^ private Statibti, he take^ tbO iildefe lip- 
^« on hlmfelf in hk Ceilforce Oft did ditst^ 
*r tfaathfe is hifolent, dogttiatfcai, ait ogifit, 
<• irffuttiihg;**i-ii^With ke^rdtb this, ttt> 
Lord, thcWriter protcfts, that fo far as ettr- 
cems himfelf, he is content ta be thought 
as inccnfiderable^ as eyeryReader ehoefedi 
to make hiiii in his own Eyes. He never 
obtruded any Authority but that of Rda* 
Ion ; He dcfired the World only to read 
the Book, and weigh tl|e Truth of A, 
If to be tine Means of conveying fbmc 
plain and njecerfary Truths to theW'orfcl, 

without attaclyjdlg the privatq. Chara^r of 

^ . ,Iivii^iduals> 
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Individuals, be Infblence, Arrogance and 

Dogmatiftn, the Writer Hands guilty of the 

Charge : But if this be not the cafe, if the 

Accufation be founded in the mere Want 

of thofc frequent and common Apologies^ 

Rejervesy Exceptions^ Salvors and Douceurs^ 

by which Writers are apt to court the felf- 

love or Malice of the World, and by which 

every Reader is happily prevented from ^55^- 

plying any thing to bimfelf^ The Writer' ap- 

prebends, that in this Cafe he is not af^ 

Jiimingy but that he did his Duty in -being 

explicit and intelligible. \ 

There is, in this refpe<3:, an effen- 
tial Difference between Writing and Speak- 
ing. The Speaker's private Rank and 
Charader is neceffarily attended to; be- 
caufe from his perfonal Prefence, perfonal 
Confideratiohs will (contrary to what is 
right) intermix themfelves. A Writer, it 
hath been generally fuppofed, has ^thc 
Privilege to bei exempt from thefe per- 
fonal Diitin^ons and Reftraints ; and if 

he 
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he lofes th« Benefits df ^petit^ Station 
on one Hattd, dtt tfie othir' thtr Want 
of them oaght ii(bt C6 be iffi^ed. Oh 
tke puUio Stag6^ fdi tiioib vvbd' addrefs 
^ Ptibtick df^i ih Rafik, equal t Or ra» 
dier, ic is the Province of Reifo^^ and 

« 

not of N&rrcy Kifig^ df jlriniy to- deter-* 
miifc their SupericWtj^. Are the^ Folfies 
and Vices attacked, of a public or private 
Nature ? If publkii they aref of public Cog- 
nksance ^ and thd Atctiibr is not to be told; 
that he' has no Right td acdufe^ becauie 
he is of an infefiois Sf^tioft i it i6 enough, 
that he i&aFeiloW-MiJttibel-of theGommu* 
nity. If th« HappiA6&irf his Country beat 
Stake/ it dkttisf is ndC't^ether it be endan^ 
gercd by the Dcfefts df die Great or Fid^' 
gar: In fuch a Cafe, the Poiht of Cere^ 
mohy muft give: way to the piAUc WeU 
fart i and the fold C^flion wordi' dd^t-^ 
ing is only/ whether die Au^cx" ^^^Sti^ 
th«>Trutb in focfa it Mdmr^ $» t^ h& 

E of 
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cf moft ejfeBml Service .io his Country ? 
He ehrcsin. his Evidence and Proof to 
the great Cwr? of Judicature, ^t World ^^ 
and this he hiath a Right to do in the fame 
ti/irejiryed' Manner^ whether the Ranks 
apcufed wear -^^j&rwi, Bands/ Codkades^ or 
Coronets.. In a Word, the Writer bi the. 
E/Hmate, and the private Man, are in this 
Refped, two different Charaders. The 
latter knows his Station, and hdpes :he 

conducts himfelf in it with Httmility and 
Propriety. The Perfbns of the 'Great he 
treats with; duq Refpedl, and in Point of 
Decency, (and perhaps of Dignity too) 
maintsdns his Diflance j As a Writer,, he 
is a little more familiar with their Vicics* 
when they interfere with, tihie Welfate of 
his Country ; becauf? tbe/e are not the Ob- 
je<9:s,of his Reverence; not even of ;hi8 
external Reverence, as they have no Pbfce, 
Rank, or Titles of Honour legally annex- 
ed; to them (that he knows of) in this 
'::. King- 
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Kingdom. . As his Cenfures thereford 
are generaly and nor particular ^ he thinks, 
he may arraign the Fice^ and yet prefervQ 
due Reibed to the Man. 

\ 

• - ■ 

However 5 tho* Jbe held this Principlfi 
of Condudt to be necejfary^ and therefore 
ju/ly yet> like every other Principle, it cer- 
tainly hath its proper ,Bounds : Nor does 
the Writer pretend. to. ereft himfetf into an 
abfolute Judge of .l^ei ProprieQr x£ his owa 
Conda(3:> in every Inftance. AU that he 
is fure of> is only tliis; that vrhat he writ 
in this Kind» was the pure Refult of hia 
prefering Truth and public Utility to the 
Favour of any Ranks or Individuals what*' 
ever : And if, in the Rapidly of Compa« 
fition, any feeming Exceiles of this Kind 
fell from his Pen ; whoever may thiok 
they fee fuch Excefles, will do hin) |io 
mcrre than Juilice^ if they afcribe them to 

]E2* the 
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d^c.'V^arpdi.of a well-intentioned Mind, 
Jbeated with the Importance of its Subje£t« 

LETTER VII. 

ID UT you add, toy Lord, Aat fuppo- 
*^ ling the Reprefentations juft, whidi 
the Wraer of die Eftimate hadi given of 
iiis Times and Country, it is fardier ol>- 
jeded, "that as the Boole has been traiiC- 
^ lated into fbrtign Tongues, and made 
. ** its Way on the Continenty it has ^ven 
^* • Advantage and Encouragement to bur 
«* Enemies, by painting this Nation as be- 
^ ing funk in Eflfcminacy." 

• f ' ' ' ■ 

' At A^ ! my Lord, cnir Eheiriifcs knew 
our 'Wtiaknefe ^and Degeneracy before: 
ihe national Difgraces had proclarmed it. 
A« to the Caufes and Remedies^ of this 
political Degeneracy, the Knowledge of 
Aefe could only affedk ourfelves. We 

might 
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inight reap Advantage^ (|f we fo pleafed) 
by being led to the Knowledge and Sen& 
pftheie: Our Enemies had. akeady reaped 
sHi the Advantages, of loformation, from 
the mere Knowledge of the FaSf. Is a 
jNation to go quietly down to Riua, witti- 
i3^ oat awakei^pg Voice to rouze it froQi 
its ^tal Lethargy^ . merely through Fegr 
that iour Enemies fhould take Advantage ? 
They, law we wereafleep: they had fuf- 
prized and attacked us in our Slumber: 
Surps it could not be dangerous or hurtful, 
Ito awaken iron), its Dream a Natioq fo ex*-' 
pofed and attacked. Nor could it leuen 
that DsTatbn in another's Eyes, to fee therie 
wa$ one bQld enough to attempt i(# 

* 

But, it ieems, '^ the Alarm was fo 
*' firong, that it was in Danger of'throw- 
*< ijng the Nation from a State of blind 
*^ Security^ into a State of -Dij^^/r/' 

E J This 
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This, thy Lord, is the vague Language 
of undiftinguifhing Objeftof s 5 and lavouit 
little of the Knpwiedge of Hurtiari Nature. 
^Wpuid to God, the Feelings of theGuiltjr 
were to delicate;' tutto Bring that Part 

of the Nation which was funk in hfindSe^ 

■' • • "^ . • - 

curhyy to the oppdfite Extreme of' Dei^ 
Jpairy is, by no Means, an eafy Task. 
There are niany interniediate Periods 'to 
be gone through, of Doubt, Sufpicion, 
Fear, Deipondcncy, 'ere the diffolute 
Mind can arrive at this Bxtreme^ Kouze 

*» •• • • 

die Secure and LuXuribUs as feverely as 
you can, you will hardly awak^ti thena 
into the ^5/? Stage of D(?^^/. A Twitch 
by the Ear, or the Scratch of a Pin, may 
})e felt by a People whofe Senjtbility is 
Jlrong J while their lethargic Leaders, funk 
, in Jndolence; of Manners, may be Proof 
againi|^ the Application df red-hot P/«t 
fgrs% 



^ ThK, my Lordi is a clev Rff^y, with 
regar4 to the higher Ranks, and L^^^<)j[ 
thePeople; With refpcdl to the People them- 
felves/; the thinking Part had ^e^^y been 
awakened into Fear^ if not to Deff>ondency^ by 
ikcpuMic DiJ^races. I repeat it, my Lof d> 
Aat *^ theNation ftdod aghaft atitsown 
<' Misfortunes ; but like a Man, ftaftii^g 
f^ fuddenly from Sleep, by the Noifc of 
" fbme approaching Ruin, knew neither 
" whence it came^ nor i&ow to avoid it */* 
What then was the Conlcquence of this 
Book? It was^ to inveftlgate the real 
Cau/es of thofe national EKigraceiwhicJi 
had alarmed us ; and, together^ widi the 
Catt/esy to fuggeft the Cure. Could this 
tend to drive a People to DeJ^air? On the 
contrary, it naturally led thenil to a ra- 
tional and lively Hcpe : For, tc^ether 
with the ruling Evils^ the natural Reme- 
fdy was pointed out. My Lord', the;Na- 

^ Vol. I. p. IJQ. /' 

^ 4 ^oft 



'tibd^^ the Remedy $ ' iii*y h^ye ckimi it, 
' «Qd alreacly feel iW ]^#«r|ul Eff^st^ -■'.. 
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r J. -jk)^4 tiw't'*^ jf.tfe§:8rtbikftceoiF^^ 

.« aay Rank or Pwty^ ^ Meo J' 






The Objei£fcsoai * ateeady ftatedf l^ your 
l^rdSkip; ^il&id/ai Rtp]y, in flart> t)6i this 
^neral Qu^ilicm.tiffiWoithy Men may^ 
tak«a Oflfencc at xH^W^xk^ from ft Con^ 
£:ioa£be&*of theis aM^« inaocf^t {jpt^ift^.^^ 
and a^ \BjlappFoheniiioa of tbis' A}itb<r's 
mai&Dcfigo: Tbcy'fe? not thpConfq- 

fences oC 4^oi^ jM^n«r$ in whicl^ they 
are iBsrcilyied ; and tfiereibre tmij djdol^ it 
unjufty tjbat tbefe CooibqueoQes ihouMbQ 
charged upon. tJj^fi^ .C9n49<3i, which is in^ 

ten« 
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:ttiiti0ndl3^Utmdef&«^Farli^ that ^ar* 



|ng Handy wltlt ^dftdi tlie Aui!bbrtiiQ«|g{bt 

it n0co£iry to mingle Pue^ytic m hk 

•Work^ hiok' vhddUbtedly been die QciOh 

'fion <^ inueh IXicontient*««>Again5-tlab 
^p^n^and uni^e&rved Manner.in;vhidi:dr 
Eftimate is written ; the Teeming Dtagm 
of telling fo much political Truth to the 
"Worlds fuppdSng &e Reprtifthtadom taae ; 
— i-AHthefejiiayLord, haw been undd6b|- 
cdly regarded as improper or impradefit 
'Steps J and declaimed againft, as fuch> by 
^Men of good Intentions. 

- .. ' ] X . ' ■ ■ 

For a Reply to thefe Objefifions, :yotfr 
Xiprdihip is referred to iStit preceding^ Eet- 
ters. Therfe are othef Caufes of Cfe- 
mQur^ I apprehend, of a very difiercnt 
Nature 5 and I wiB point out thelb with 

the 6i»e Freedom, 

« . . . . 

On]5 
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< f ' pNs ^Sodcce .t)f Clamour hath been the 
t)^jllinate Hindncfe of die difftduteim every 
.Rank and %atibn ; who^ being detennined 
-to -f rocccdiini the bcatch Tfiackiof iPlea- 
Jire» "(vithout il^^rd to Coofequences, ^ 
4££r)^re naturaUy difHke tha(e whQ tliip^y 
jj^enit 

; ,i AoAiN,, my Lord, th^ p^tfp Trpt^TO^ 
4l($WS in a WQrkpf tlus^N^f ure^ ,1^ 
th^^ Interefts pf Ind^y^^^ ^?19 nearly a^- 
f^apd, ; % fl^ore^|:i^eTOi^s.^^^ JWoric muft 
have among a ccf tain Party p( Meii ; J 
mean all that Party who look "no farther 
thfUi themfelves^ and are watching toplun- 
jder the Public for tjieir own privj^te Emo- 
l^gieht. Hfovy large a Party this, may bcj, 
pr where they inay lie, the Writer leaves 
\o .. your Lo^dihip. to dQteriwn.e, 'Tis 
enough to obferve herf, that thefe Mer), 

feeing their own Plans of felfifh Intereft 

«.• • • • 
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obAruAea: %• the open AvmnX d( thp 
Tniths thro<<)m out fo freely to- die' Pul^ic 
b this Eitimate/ muft naturally >nib^gatn|k 
the Author, and failen upon him like a 



• — »^ _ ■. ^ i. 



. ., B£<siDBS t^efe Gaufes qf Qfifence and 
XJI^oifr^ I will b^ Leave to whifper «a- 
i^ther.io your Lor,dihip*s.E^:.lt is a Sp^. 
cret^ my l^cd, which yoi| Great People 
ares not often giyen to h^ar or underftand : 
Many of the Dcpendapts oif the Great, and 
whom they are pleafed to call their Friends^ 
arc in Trutl) i\o.jDgpre than, their Flatterers 
4r ]Plifguif^f:i Th^ have nqt t^iat generous 
! Regard to the real Advantage of th^ir 
Lords >and Maftefs^ w^iich thejf fo zeal- 
oufly pretend : TJtieir ov^n |i^ereft is the 
Compafs they fteer by: they are there- 
ibre glad' to .take: Adv^tgge.$f:thp com- 
mon ' Partialtiei' of hutean Nature, to dif- 
^ grace 



% 



:(60;) 

ghide all Men in the Opioiotis of th^ 
whom th§y feem to iferve^ who dare 
fcAnt out tajthem evea^ ^Semi/anfg of 

zn Error. 

... ... , . ..'{>• 

LETTER. IX. 

■ydtJ tdl the fardier, ttiy Ldrd, that 

« a partidular PkflUgiS 'hath giyefa 

« much Offence to the Unhreifider irtd 

, • • • # 

*« their Friends ; ift which a genital Ceff- 
'«^ fure is thrown on thd Bfeads^^ of Cot- 
« leges.'' 



On this, therefore, Ae Author thinks it 
neceflary to explain himielf more par^cfo- 
larly ; as no Man entertains a tf uer R^;a(d 
to the real Honour and~ Welfare of thefe 
learned Bodies, than himfeE 

With Regard, therefore^ to what . lie 
apprehends to be the moi): inaterial Pact 

of 
4 
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of the fuppofed Charge againft tfiefe Gen- 
tlemen, that is, " their not fufficiently rei- 

** cpllefting the original Purpofe of Col- 

, * • • 

^* lege Government f'* he finds that hi^ 
Meaning ha£h been ftrangely miftaken or 
perverted. He was not, in that Paflage^ 
queftioining die le^al and ftatutable Admm^ 
Jtratim^ but pointing out the defe^ve Fbrm 
of bur CoUege-Inititutions ; and propofiiig 
a Method, by which their Defeats ixii^ 
in £)me Meafure be remedied, thro' the 
voluntary Care and Superintendance of the 
iHeads^ in certain Circumftances, to which 
he believes diey are not obliged by Statute. 
He had beett^ pointing out the Ufe and 
Neceffity of a Stibcwdination of InftruSlors ; 
in which, one Party fliould be an -^ 
J^ance and z Check to another ; and brought 
the great Schools^ as Examples (in £)me 
Degree) of this propofed Method of In- 
flru£tion. Whoever confiders this Circum- 
itance here infifted pn, will find it of the 

laft 
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laft Confequence in all public In/litutlons : 



i . .- * 
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It keeps all Parties dlhe, and aStive in their 

•* ' • , • • .... . 

reipedive Spheres ; who, without thefe 
awakening CbeckSj are apt to Aide dowj) 
.into. unJuJpeSted Negligence*, ^oW,^ ,1^ 
g^peral Want of thefe continued and fub- 
ordinate Checks, arey in his Opinion» a 
/capital Defed^in our Univerfity £ftabliih« 

ments. He. therefore took^ what he thinks 

, --.■•• ' 

ap. allowable r Freedom, in,.pointing' out 
Jt]bis ruling Defed : Which, as it is not 
generally obviated by the Governors of 
CoUeges, as they do not regard it as a Part 
of their Office, to inftrudt either the Tu- 
tors or the Pupils, he could not refolvc 
this Omiffion into any Caufe more ex* 
cufable, than their ", not recoUediing . the 
'* orginal Purpofe of College Govctii- 

" ment." 

« 

As to the general Caufes of this Jbiaf^^ 
tention^ which in the Writer's- Opinion, 

implies 



.1 
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implies no pofitiye Demerit *, he fuppofci 
it to arife from Imperfedtibns common to 
Men, and to Men of Worth and Probity j 
as explained in the Beginning of this De- 
fence "f. With Regard to certain parti- 
cular Attentions hinted at, more efpecially 
to Cards and Entertainments 5 if, formerly, 
fome growiiig Attentions of this Kind fell 
under his Obfervation in one of the Uni- 
verfities, fuch as the worthieft Men might 
inadvertently £ill into, he is informed that 
they are now ccafed. His Remark, there- 
lore, not being applicable to the pcefent 
Time, becomes a Miftake iii Point of 
Fadt ; and as fuch he freely devotes and 
offers it up, a voluntary Sacrifice to Truth 
and Juftice : leaving it to thofe who are 
infallibky to upbraid him with the Ac- 
knowledgment of an Error. 

* This was^ manifeftly imply*d in the ful^fequent 
Paragraph, where the Author declared, he meant no 
ptrfonal Inve^ivi. ' ; 

t See Letter III. 

L E T- 
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LETTER. X. 



1' JPROCEED, myLord,; to your laft 
Objeflion. It feems> **: The Freedom 
\\ with which the Character of a i^ous 
«^ Minifter is treated, hath beeu the Oc- 
^ ^afion of much Offence to his Friends 
V aqd Adherents, which form a large and 
** powerftil Party in this Kingdom." 

, • . . -, .t , 

. Ap to the marc Matter of Q^Jw*, my 
\^^ there i& no {^eventing it in Gertain 
C^QS*. .: £i]ft if the /V^iter was to calculate 
J^^mbers on this Occafion, he finds the 
]^Ji)rity would confift of thofe who think^ 
he hath treated tlje Chara^jer of this MU 

* * * 

nifter ^ at^ l^ftft with fi0cient. J^mity. 'Tis 
certainly a Kind of Prefumption in his 
Favour, that one Part of the Nation thinks 
he hath allowed too Utile ; and others^ too^ 
piuch^ to this deceafed IMGinifter. 
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&£ that as it may i th^ Invcftigation of 
Minifter's Principles and Condu<^ is 
Axrtainly of national Concern: It is of great 
Importance to .diis Kingdom, that it be 
jcnown whether his political Syfteih ht fa^ 
4taafyotik/iru&ivt: therdfore the Chara Aer 
lOf his Adminiftration not only may^ but 
xriugbf. to be freely and fairly canvai&d, for 
the Conviction and Benefit of the Whole. 

., Had the Wdtdr treated this Minifter's 
Charader with Cemtempt^ there had been 
fbme Pretence for Blame : As he ihidioufly 
•avoided eveiy tfatog ipf this Kind, he can* 
^noc but be afloiiiihed, that Men c£ Can^ 
4oitr and Bur* Intentions can be offended 
at his coed and difpaffionatc Reaiattings on 
^diis Sobjcd. He^nevcr eatettained any per* 
Soml Difltke to-diss Minifler, lmVnend$f 
aAdbaoM. Onthccotunrffheknow^ 
fomc of diem to be Men of Wocdi and 
Hoooitf; die FfioMk of Liberty aad tlieir 
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Cottfttt^; SAd fbr whd(b ClH&ti^fit He 
'were hcAk unfaft and idf^flfste if li& iKltf 
not the faigheft Dei^^ol t iFtiei liiffiM 
^m tfaife Oebttexhefi iti Point 0f Opiu 
i^n, di^ afe £i^fied lit ddtt it fiom^ 
Cbnvkf&ns of his own Redcxi. Hk^ 
&3K>w, he pi^ceeds oti ih« ^tne Prifidpiitt 
of LiBdtjr widi themldiveis } that he haiy 
djflentis. in his Condbfionsi:} atod are too 
juft and generous, to diflike him fbr throw- 
ing oai Ifis SendtAenis ^ ^^Ifj oti i Sub- 
jedr dE ihch itofOttatAce^' 

■» . ■ 

. *>^- • ... 

is the Writer fniftaken Ih hrs 6(M>tts 
ijocioehung the Conddabf this iS/ti^ieic^ 
The Prefi 5s open to e^&ty hodyrYH^ 
^n is ClamdOr ^read, inftead of radcfalid 
Cot^mion? To tie down the Natibf^'te 
this %ftem, to forbid Or d^xwuragi i^ 
tional lBquir3r into its T«^deflCji>, Wdtfld be 
to erbft a political T^rSAif^ iti the Stitte. 
Jf St aclear then, duit tiie WriterV Imexh- 

tions 
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^0128 are honeft> the Friends of this Mi« 
niSm will find it equitable to make Ai*- 
lowi^ice for Difference in Opinion. What 
diejr contend for in Religion^ ynll they de« 
Hjl m Politics? Certainly, my Lord, the 
Mtiims of arbitrary Power fit with the 
wotfi: Giace on ^ declared Patrons of 



€» 



It were perhaps unfair to d^ge any of 
^the more gmtr$m Fart of diis deceafod 
AGnifler's Fiidnds, with joyning in the Cla-« 
inours raifed on this Occafion. That tio 
candid and equitable Mind can be difgufied 
«t his Condu(^ he concludes firom the ge« 
MDrous Pfo£^ons of a late Writer, fo 
-nearly connected with this Minifter, that 
liis Evidcuice muil be allowed nbove all 
Sttfptcion. *' This FVeedom of Piicv^on 
<< on die Dead of any Rank, or howevar 
^^ ccH^rated by the Aildiorky of pAm 
f* Naitxes, or even by the Elbem c^ Ag«f , 
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' '< every Man ought to be at Liberty ta ex- 
*^ ercife. : The greateft M6n certainly maty 
:**. be miftaken 5 fo may even the Judgnacrit 
• " of Ages/ which often, takes Opinioiis 
'. •«:: upoaTruft. No Authority, uridw- Di- 
' **: vine,/ is; too great to be called in Que- 
■ " ition.: 1 And however, venerable Mo- 
" narchy may be in a State, no Man ^vcr 
" wiflied to fee the Government of Let- 
"teirsr under any Form but that of a Re- 
" public. As a Citizen of that Commori- 
•« wesildi, I ' propofe my Sentiments for 
" the Revifion of any Decree, of. any ho- 
« norary Sentence, as/ /i^';?^^if.- MyFel- 
" low Citizens, equally freCy v^ill vote ac- 
" cording to their Opinions *J'— Such are 
: this peibtleman's free and generous Prin- 
•ciples on the like Occafion : And the Wri- 
ter is w@ll perfuaded, that this honourable 
Perfbn is too equitable to refufe that Pri- 
vilege to another, which he fb rationally 
aflumes to himfelf. LET- 

» 

• Pi'eface to Mr. Wai-p^le*s Catalogue of royal 
and noble Authors. 



' LETTER. XI. 

/%THJ^RS, it/eems, my Lord, ,^^ think 
"it fomewhat ftrange that a Man 
*' flbpuld ftep out of his own ProfeiEon, 
^y and .engage in a Province in which he 
^* W3S noway particularly bound to con*- 
": ecrn- hinxfelf /* 

In reply to this, my Lord, feveral Con- 
fiderations may be alledged. The Writer 
perhaps might content himfelf with the 
old Apology of " Homofum 5 humani nihil 
« a me 'alienum puto ;" He may alledge, 
that as liie Caufes of the Duration of the 
State are the main Objedt of his Enquiry, 
the Prefervation of the Chrijlian and Pro-^ 
tejiaht ^ Religion become, among other 
Things, the natural Objefts of his Atten- 
tion and iPurfuit. ^Above all, my Lord, he 
Infifts, that the Syjtem of P^?//^^, which he 
^recommends and enforces, is not onfy r^- 
Higiou^y but /wi?r^/r and thefefote, to en- 

^ " F 3 deavour 
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deavour to cftabli/h thk Syjftem, is to en- 
deavour to eftablUh the public Happinefs of 
Mankmd on the folld Bi^s of Virmi wkich 
Is die End of R^gitm itfilf. He therefore 
Ainks, that both in tbisy and in the Pur- 
suit dF Y^^ greater flan, he is, to the trtmoft 
&f his Power, fervirrgtheCaiift ahd End of 
Religion and Chriftianity; the main Drift 
of his general Defign being only to |tfeve, 
that the moft efieftual Way to render 
Kingdoms happy ^ greats and ditrabk^ i$ to 
make tjicm virtumSy jtifty and good^ , In 
this Point he coafirms himfelf oj^ tjxe Au^ 
thority of an excellent Prelate, wbofc po- 
litical Refejffches were of like Teijuiency. 
As the Stun of hiumu) Happine^ is iiuv 
pofed to confift in the GoodS't)f Mkid, 
Body and Fortuiie^ I would fein make 

iny Studies of iome Uie to Mankind, 

' ■ ■ ' - • ■•■.■■' 

wit|i Regard to each cf thefe. tlwee Par- 
** ticulars; and hope, it will not be thought 
«• faulty or indewnt in «iy Man^ of. what 

« Pro- 
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•« Profeffionibcvcr, to offer his Mite to- 
yrards improving the Mmfer.Si Health, 
«^d Proipcpty of his FcUow-Creaturcs*/' 

j LETTER Xa 

QUCH, then, my Lord, is thcWritci^s 
■ Reply to the feverai Obgcflions which 
ybii teH bac have been urged againft his 
'Eftimate. How far it may be £itisfa£tor^ 
lie pretends not to determine 5 but leaves 

every Man to weigh it with candid Free- 
dom. 

•»■•.»»•.. _ . 

- Give me Leave now, my hoA^ to dole 

-^8 Defence with a few Obiervadcxis, 

which may ft|U farther tend to clear the 

JDoiibts of thofe who have ftarted dieOb- 



• - *v 
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, L^T them confider, n^ Lord, that in a 
Sulked ib wide, multifarious, and compU- 

F4 cated. 
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catcd, as diat of the; Manners iand Piin* 

ciples of a wcaldiy ancl luxurious Nlaidon, 

~ .... » *" * > 

there are not perhaps two Individuals of 
that Nation, whofe Opinions do altogether 
coincide. ^ Every Manr that examines fuch 
la Subjedl^^prpce^^sf not opiy on a View gf 
jFo^s, but; on a Set of Principles topy in 
fomc Dfiffree,i&^r^^..frQm thofe of every 
,pther. The: Body of the Nation, which 
Jiath been fg, partial in Favoiir of this Ejf- 
^imate, ftjiould they pompar^ th?ir parti- 
cular Opinions, would find them wide^ 
different in many Circumftances : and 
thofe among the higher R^ks who have 
^jdiifented, ftioMjd they'dntep i^tptlie facfte 
-critical and iminute Omtparifon: pf cifh 
w others Thoughts, \i^Quld find them equally 
difcordant. If fo, my I^ord 5 is jnot beife 
a manifeft Reafon for mutual Forbearance^ 
where Opinions clafli ? And who will 
^ deny that it was a Tafk of the gtelttfft 
pifiiculty, to ftcer thro' fuch a Sea of 

r 

Doubt, 
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Doubt, where (though the Fadte lie opeii 
to etiery Man's Obfervation) every Man 
fohhs an Opinion peculiar to himfelf. The 
great Outlines, the eflential Truths, the 
leading Principles of fuch a Work may be 
ttcfcttowledged"' to be juft by Thoufandi, 
tvKSj amidft tfiat^^nfinite VarFcSy of Cir* 

cuni^flances glanced at in the Courfe of i(^ 

■ - ' — * 

may^ have particular Opimons differerit 

froin the Author and each other. All, 

-^berefore, that a modcft Writer will pre- 

tend in fuch a Cafe to give, or a modeft 

ReaJfer cxpdGt^ioJbui^ wiH be a good deal 

ofT^ruth^ and a little Error. 

- li^ Confequehce of this, my Lord, con-» 
'fidcr farther, how often and how naturally 
particular PalSgf» muft neceflarily be ob- 
jedtcd to, in fuch a Work, while the ge- 
neral Truths and leading Principles, on 
which the Work is founded, arc totally 
pveiiooke4. For cvciy Reader ereds him- 

^ - : m 



in) 

ly^ iWM^g the ^tjtudc of :Re?«jter^ 
J^cnjin^ept.qf TiNgP, and theX;bn^g(¥!r 

,I*«rd, /fti>d .IVHpr natural tt?. weak, to 45^^ 
jar wflgenecpus JVfinds, Ao ^row oqt,^ 
jo^s to particular Parts, withc^^t; ,aoy 
3mfA frad ip Xht man ,fW, ..^39;^, 

and Dijpofitim ^of j^c Whdf'^ . . { ,: 

^ ,5?fM«)KS*l\e Nature (Jf#^eS^l^ 

svkr^xj^^n. Had ^e Writer decl^med 

.1^9 ^ ^(p^P ^4 uodiftii}gui£bti^ Marmer, 

.^»theJE^rrc|CS|and Vicjes erf the Ticpes, ,he 

> i^d failed qf t^s tnajb lEotqit, wluqh.wAs> to 

point 
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point iMtitberetiie ruling ]Snt)rs aad Victf 
lay: Had he finglled out Indiviikieds^ Jbe 
had juftly incurred the Cenfure dperfonal 
Invedive. ^ What then was teft for him to 
do ? He only faw one proper Expedient 5 
wbich 1^^^ to ^ve t^: predominant or 
ieadtog ^Jhl^TAffkr of ^ iev^sral jFlanks 
CQQ^Qlifd s ^9t to admit (in general Term$) 
that in eachRfink ihere victt Exceptiom^nt 
ijm Icftditig Ch&rader. The vety fotenr 
^tiofi of his Woftk ^bai^ him to i^f^ aft 
large Ob ^thefe E^eptkm * : And befides 
iJbkxMio Ilf3tfi>9> anotbqr prefeoted iticlf x 
Had Jie profefedfy fii^glsd out evoy IndL- 
^^ai lin every Rank aad Station^ iid^ofe 
Kkmda6lL v^efen^d Pr^; thofe who had 
hem (Mlf&4 i^ Silccvqe, might jirobahly 
Jbavc!9pl>rtti4ed|i^i:^wk^f^^ 
lie Judged it .^^, j^rejbre, ia general 

Ttarm^ to admit ^xcepti&m^ but to leave 

- - • » 

* Sec above, Letter iV. »p. 37* 

• ' .v.- -it 
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it tb-wety Matfs particular Judgment, t# 
determine where tht& Exceptions lay. I : : 



* . . • ■ » 



LEi?TER XIIL 



.J 



^np H U S,' my Lord, the Wrk«f hath en-: 
' '^ deavdUfed-to' explain atid ^defend hi$ 
fiftimate ; ih'whicH he needed not td havfe 
feeen fo foUicitous, had it been true whit 
it icems, hath been infintfated td yout 
liordfhip, that " the Work is not properly 
*^ his own 5 that he hath only delivered 
'*^ the Sentiments of other Men, and beeA 
*^ the mere Inftrument of convl^ng their 
*^ Principles to the Public." But he lierfe 
•aflufes your Lordfhip, in th« moft folemn 
Manner, that the whole of this Eftimate 
was the fole Refult of his <>wh Reafon, 
uninfluenced by the Advice, or Direc- 
tion of any Friend whatever : And that, 
indeed, he thought the Subject of fo 
'Helicate a Nature, that it woiild have been 

4 unge^ 
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ungenerous to have involved any Friend in 
the perfonal Confequences which he fore* 
faw it might produce. Had no difagree- 
able Effedts attended the Publication, he 
Ihould not have judged it neceflary to 
.make this Avowal \ but as the Clamour 
and Diipleafure of certain Ranks have been 
;the Confequence of its Appearance ^tnd 
Succefs, he thinks it a Duty incumbent on 
him to clear every Friend of this ground- 
lefs Imputation ; and declares, that what- 
ever may appear in it either inadvertent, 
or erroneous, the Whole is to be at- 
tributed to himfelf alone ; to the Over- 
flowings of his own Zeal, thrown out to 
the World without Difguife, Expeftadon, 
or Fear} and bent,: not againft Perfom^ 
-but againft the predominant Errors, Fol- 
lies, and Vices of his Time and Country. 
His Work hath had the Fate which 
•imght reafonably be expefted: it, hath 
been ready approved^ dijfented J&om, and 

reviled. 
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revikd4 For ibe CoiiykliQa of thole Yfbo 
hav€ etndidiy diffi^fHudi thi& PubUoation of 
tfeefe Leasers laiy be of life; But when 
the Writer cohfiders,; b§r wHOJVibis Wotk 
batb bw« apfa^oiffd^ artd by i^rijoM t^kd^ 
a»jdie jSlrfl of thefe Pafties ^^^ no Reply, 
lb the ktter ii^^&ru^ none: Th&jr haure ^o£6 
iahMehis Work all the Honour that is in 
their Power to give $ and he coAnot but 
•efteem its Fatei to haire been fecuUarfy 
ha^. The wedl that he wifhes to 
Hs worft Eneoxyr is Sbn^y and a ^i^M^ 

Upon the whc^ mj Lord, the Writer 
Msxi but declare his upright Intehttons^ and 
kaVe the World to judge<if their Projjriely 
and Succefs. . He would de£ire hi3 €ofi». 
trymen t6 remembeif the gmeirouBs Maxun 
of a true Politieian, «« that & Patld^l will 
*< admit there may be hbneft Men^ aa4 

'« that honeft Men n^diSer:'' AndrtM» 

" where 
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"where the Heart is right, tfiete is true 
^^ Ptfriotifm */' He knows, it is the 
Principle of misiny good Med, that «U Ai^ 
tempts towards Lmavatim^ cxf Whateveir 
Kind, ftre dsmgeioiis. For hitiiTelf, he is 
of a £fierent Opinioii : Ht thiiikfi that 
Jhmi^ ^mation is^ in many Qtfes, iib 
more than dise neceffiuy Means tijf^ewfa^ 
fng a gridnal and rnifufpeded Cbaffgp ^ 
'Things far the worle, which inevitably 
ftbds on in every State, if not diecked by 
-tiniely and rdblute Appiictfiovis* 

So far is the Writer from imagining, 
with the Herd of Politicians, that there is 
np Virtue nor good Intentidn in any btft 
thofe who approve that Syflem of Politicks 
which He eipoufes ^ that on the contrary, 
liettia^es noDonibt, but feme of the Gitat, 
Who had ndt the Goorage to combat ihb 
taling EvSs (tf the Hmes, wifhed &icerdy 
f»«»iilpa& iUdi an End, W jtidg;ed tfib 
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End unattaiiuijDle, ( He is, thereford, the 
^ore; furprifcd.that.Iadividiiab fbould take 
-OflFence at this Part of hfeSViork, hecaufc it 
is pointed, ijot againft the Condu^ of Indi- 
viduals, , but ag^nft the. qoounon and rul- 
ing Errors of the Times. . He believes 
thefe ar$ upright Men of all Parties, and 
only wilhes they would believe ib of one 
s^iother. . His Approbation or Di&pproba- 
jdon isngt oi\Mfn^ hut Mgajures : And he 
is well perfaaded, that naany:of thofe who 
once thought the prefent Meafures of Go- 
vernment impraSiicablej begin now to fee 
the Pq/pbiliffy as well as the great Importance 

of carrying on the public Afiidrs, on a 
higher Principle than that of venal In- 
fluence, 

So fudden and fb. great is the Change. in 
the Appearance of our pub% , Affairs, in 
Confequence of this fudden and courar- 
gious Check given to die, ruling JV^nnets 
and Pjinciples of the Times, that die Wri- 

ter 
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tcr hath been ferioufly afkfed, « Whedidf 
^? the riling Coiirage of the Ndtioni, our Iw- 
** liiidable Armamehts, ind the gallant Spii-. 
** rk of fe^^erftl young Men of Fafhion ind 
^^ Fortune, Are ncJt To mariy Gonfutationi 
^' of the Priilciptes advanced in the Efti'^ 
<« mafit" Serioufly, riiy Lord, the Writer 
of the EJiimate is right glad to be so cofir^ 
^iJTfiD. Had thefe Appearances rifen be- 
fot-c the Publication of his Work, he might 
jtrftly have been accufed of Partiality and 
Mifreprefentation, But as it is coriFefled, 
that thefe Appearances are but now rijing^ 
he will only defire his Objecftors to look 
back to (ti'^EJlitHate itfelf, and confider whe- 
ther they are not fijing on the very Principles 
there urgedy delineated^ and foretold. The 
Writer did indeed believe, he forefaw, nay 
he foretold, that " Necessity alone could 
" brin| back effeminate and unprincipled 
** Minds from their Attachments to Gain 
!^ and Plcafure*/' Nay, he foretold th6 

♦ Vol. I. p. iw. 

O Very 



/ 



. ( 82 ) 

vety Means :^* The Voice of an uncfir^ 
" rupt 2iopk^ and a great Minijster rj-/* 
^!!aft your Eye back, my Lord, to no viery 
diftant Day, and be You the Judge, what 
was the Difirefs^ and what the Necejky of 

the Time : Had not a general Diilblution 
of Manners and of Principle diforderedi 
nay, almoft unhinged the Slate ? This it 
was, diat united the Voice^ the legal Re-- 
pre^mtativm^ of an uncomipted Pec^le : 
That xmited Voice, fieady^ ncA faSiious^^^ 
iyal, yet couragiom — was heard and ap- 
proved by a GRACIOUS Sovereign : The 
expeS^d Mimjier was &und ; and a coercive 
p0Der hath thus appeared from the Throne^ 
fiifiicient to controul the Blindnefs and 
Folly of the diflblute and thoughtlej& a- 
moog the higher Ranks, and to lead them 
to Jidutary Meafures and their own Safety. 

Mark the EfFefts of this uniting Power : > 
frhate Good gives W^ to public : the fe- , 

t V<d. L p. MU M. 

veral 
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veral Ranks aflume a Spint and Fervor mk^ 
known before : Fear of Sbame^ and Hiirft 
of Honour y begin to ^ead thro' our FJeets 
and Armes ; and our growing Youth iecm 
already to catch the kindling Fire. In a 
Word, the national Strength is awakened, 
and called forth into Aftion : TheGEi^ius 
of Britain feemsriiingas fromtbeGriTwr 
he (hakes himfelf from the Dufi^ ailunies' 
his ancient Forty and Majefiy of Empire^ 
and goes forth in his Might to mxrwbdm 
our Enemieu 

I CANNOT conclude, my Lord, without 
ferioufly recommending to your particular 
Notice and Regard, two Obfervations, . 
(which contain, indeed, the Subftance and 
End of the EJlimate itfclf ) ariling from the ; 
prefent State of our public Affairs. The . 
fir ft is,, that by proper Exertions and well* 
direfted Applications, the ruling Evib of 
an effeminate Period may be co/itrouled: The 
Second is, that under our prefent Conftitu- 

tiQn„ 
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tion, the national Affairs may be darned bil 
tvith Honour to the Crown arid Succefs to tM 
Kingdim (a Truth which, not long ago, 
many ferious Men did not believe) on a 
higher Principle than that of corrupt In<^ 
Jhience, 

Howe VER j let us not be intoxicated with '\ 
the Appearances of Succefs : The Tree may 
bhjfomy and yet be blafied. The ruling De** i 
fedls and Evils of the Times are for the 
prefent controuled indeed, but not extirpated* 
The Remedy, tho' it begins to take Effcdt, 
is yet no more than temporary : The Di-^ 
ftemper lurks y tho' the Symptoms begin to 
'dOnifh. Let thofe who wifh well to theif 
Country, then, be watchful, and prepared 
againft a Relapfe. 'Tis Jomefbingy to have 
checked the Difeafe at its Crifis ; the pef- 
fed Cure will require the Attention and 
Labour of an Age. 
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